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quinaciéon simplemente politica, ya gue Ja experiencia universi i cmo
trado que los Parlamentos suelen posponcer i la politica toda considera-
ion verdaderamente administrativa. o o
mmLu dltima reforma constitucional, que de modo definitivo, preciso
bien analizado. establece una verdadera Vicepresidencia de la Republica
cubierta por eleccion popular, ¥y para un plazo igual 0 de un periodo pre-
sidencial. es la siguiente: . o,
19?\(1'13. 78.—I31 Presidente v el Vicepresidente de la Republica entraran &
ejercer sus funciones el 19 de Diciembre, y duraran en su carso fels_ 1ios.

Art, 79.—Los electores que designen al Presidente de la 115‘1}1113110":_1,
elegiriin también, el mismo dia v de igual modo, qn_cuhdud de \ Iﬂ@]]l’g’-hl-
dente, 4 un ciudadano en quien concurral las condiciones que para el Pre-
sidente exige el art. 7. , _

1 Vicepresidente de la Republica serd Pl-emﬂe_n‘Le nato del Senudo,
con voz, pero sin voto, i no ser en cuso de empate. 19 \’:wepl'emdcy_te po-
drd, sin embareo, desempeiiar algtin cargo de nombramiento del lujecutl-
vo, v en este caso lo mismo que en sus otras [laltas, serd substituido en
la presidencia del Senado de la manera que disponga la ley relativa,

Art. 80.—Cuando el Presidente de la Repiblica no se presente el dia
desionado porla ley i tomur posesion de su encargo, cuando ya en clocu-
rra su falta absoluty, 6 se le conceda licencia, para separarse de sus fun-
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ciones. el Vicepresidente de la Repiblica asumird el ejercicio del Poder

Ejecutivo, por ministerio de 1a ley, sin necesidad de uha nueva protesti.

Si la Talta del Presidente fuere absoluta, el Vicepresidente Ip substi-
tuird hasta el fin del perfodo parael que fuc electo, ¥ en los demas Casos,
hasta que el Presidente se presente i desempeiiar sus funciones.

Art. S1.—Si al comenzar un periodo constitucional no se presentaren
el Presidente ni el Vicepresidente electos, 0 1a eleccién no estuviere hecha
v declarada el 19 de Diciembure, cesard, sin embargo, el Presidente cuyo pe-
riodo hava concluido, y se encargarai desde luego del Poder Iujecutivo, en
calidad de Presidente interino, el Secretavio del” Despacho de Iielaciones
[xteriores. v si no lo hubiere & estuviere impedido, uno de 105 demas Se-
cretarios, siguiendo el orden de la ley gue estublezca su numero. ’

De 1a misma manera se procederd cuando en caso de | alta absoluta ¢
temporal del Presidente no se presentare el Vicepresidente, cuando a este
se le conceda licencia para separarse de sus funciones, si las estuviere des-
empefiando, y sien el curso de un periodo ocurriere la falta absoluta de
ambos funcionarios. |

T'n caso de falta absoluta del Presidente v del Vicepresidente, el Con-
apeso de la Unidn 6, en sus recesos, la Comision Permanente, convocari
desde lueco i elecciones extraorvdinarias.

Cuando la falta de uno v otro funcionario tuviere lugar en el iltimo
afio del periodo constitueional, no se hard tal convocatoria, sino gue el
Secretario que desempeiie el Poder lijecutivo seguird encargado de ¢l has-
ta 1a toma de posesion del nuevo Presidente, 6 de quien deba substituirlo
conforme & los preceptos anteriores. |

T.os ciudadanos designados en las eleccionesextraordinarias, tom arian
posesidn de sus cargos luego que se haga la dec aracion correspondiente,
v 1os desempeiiardn por el tiempo que falte para la expiracion del perio-
do constitucional. | |

Cuando uno de los Secretarios del Despacho deba encavgarse del Po-
der Ejecutivo, lo desempeiiard sin necesidud de protesty, entretanto la
otorga. |

 Art. §2.—Los cargos de Presidente ¥ Vicepresidente de la IRepublica;
sOlo son renunciables por causa grave que calilicara la Cimara de Dipo-
tados, ante quien se presentar: la renuncia, \

Art. 83.—TF1 Presidente al tomar posesion de su cargo, prestqiui ante
el Congreso O ante la Comision Permanente, en los recesos de aquel, Ja si-
vujente protesta: “Protesto sin reserva alguna guardar y hacer guardar la
Constitueion Politica de los 12stados Unidos NMexicanos, con sus adiciones
v reformas, las TLeyves de Relorma, las demis que de aquélla emanen, v
desempeiiar leal v patridticamente el cargo de Presidente de la Repiblica
que el pueblo me ha conlerido, mirando en todo por el bien y prosperidad
de 1a Unidn.*?

Kl Vicepresidente de la Repiblica protestari en la misma sesion, en
términos semejantes, desempefiar la Vicepresidencia, y, en su caso, la I’re-
sidencia de 1a Repiblica: pero si estuviere impedido pira hacer la protes-
bt en esa sesidn, deberd hacerla en otra,
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Iin el sentir de la Naecion entera, la ley que acabamos de transeribir
~supera i todas las anterioves, y llenando importantes vacios que se hacian
sentir, viene {4 garantizar en cnalquier caso, la pacilica transmisidn del
Poder Kjecutivo y el normal y expedito funcionamiento de 1o miquina ad-
ministrativa, '

Cuando los cindadanos se aprestan i designar i la persona gue, por
el periodo constitucional, ha de ser Jefe del Estado, proceden igualmente
i desigmar al Vicepresidente de 1a Republica. La cleceion de ambos fun-
cionarios se verifica en la misma forma, y los requisitos que han de con-
currir en los electos son idénticos. De esta suerte, el Vicepresidente de la
[Republica queda popular, precisa y delinitivamente designado; no se con-
fin yi o una cireunstancia casi azarosa la resolucion dequidn ha de subs-
tituir al Presidente de la Republica en sus faltus absolutas 6 temporales:
nadie en el pafs ignora quidén es el substituto, y asi, ¢ste puede consolidar
S m_ru_nlt.r de coluboradores eventuales entre los cindadanos itiles de 1a
administracion normal, al mismo tiempo que se logra adormeeer, cuando
menos, si no es que acallar, las ambiciones bastardas: conforme 4 Ia nue-
vie reforma, el Viecepresidente puede entrar inmediatamente en funciones
cuando el easo lo requicry, por manera que se suprime todo mlun']leuilniﬁt{;
to y se evita que el Poder Ejecutivo permanczea acélnlo, siquiera sca por
breve tiempo,

15l Vieepresidente de Ia [lepibliea es Presidente nato del Senado; pero
pl}eﬂp desempeitar las comisiones o lunciones quoe ¢l Presidente de 1n [Re-
piblica le confie en 1o administracidn. Fsta facultad permite al Bjecutivo
f;lml]lu-t'i:f.ul' i1 su prohuble sucesor con los asuntos politicos y administra-
tivos del momento: circunstancin de gran significacion y provecho para cl
1101‘1311111 y tranquilo ﬂgﬁ_m-l'n]]_u de las luhores administrativas.

Fodus estas condiciones importantes, que brevementie hemos enumery-
do y que sc encuentran en la vltima ley gue instituyo la Vieepresidenciy
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Ee;ili(]]l[i:l’etl];glit?icul machination, since universi -lig.j:l?et:lfanco ]1:.}531 sl}_obx} 3 tll (1t
parlinments sacrilice Lo polities all truly administrative consic el 11._1:311::. ,

The last constitutional amendment wh_lch in :ii: dehjmtr’l‘}e, DL e%l:ie T;u
thoughtful manner establishes the veal office of } ice-President of the le-

publie, through popular election and for a term equal to that of the Pres-

' , is as follows: _ . :
ident, 1 o 3 —The President and Vice-President of the Republic shall

Article 7 ] , . sl
enter into the performance of their duties on the 1st. of December, and

shall hold oftice for six years.

Avticle 79.—The electors who des
shall on the same day and in an equal manner
ident who shall have the qualifications req uired by
1t .
ldlJn"}[“he Vice-President of the Republic shall be cx-officio the PPresident of
the Senate, with voice but no vote, except in case of‘u- tie. IHowever,
the Vice-Presidente may hold any chavge through appmptmpnt made by
the Pxecutive., and in this, as well as in any other cases of default, he shill
be substituted as President of the Senate in the manner provided by the

oper law,

pml:ﬁbi{ﬂe 90.—When the President of the Republic fails to appear on the
day designated by law to enter into his charge, at a time when his o_l|hce
mav by entirely vacant, or when he is given a leave of absence. the luixe-
cutive Power shall devolve on the Vice-President of the Republie, by the
operation of law, and without the requirement of a new oath. _

If the disability of the President be permanent, the Vice-President
shall serve in his stead untill the end of the term for which he was elected.
and in a1l other cases, until the President appears to take charge of his of-

fice.

icnate the President of the Republic
| elect a citizen for Vice-I’res-
Article 77 for the Pres-

Apticle SI.—When at the begining of a Constitutional term both the
President and the Vice-President elect should fall to appear, ov when the
election is not made and declared on the 1st. of December, nevertheless,
the President whose term shall have expired will cease to hold oflice and
the Executive Power shall devolve, under the character of President «ad
interim, upon the Secretary for Foreign Aftairs, and should there not be
orie or if the latter is under desability power shall devolve on the other
Secretaries, following the order of the law ruling their nuimber.

The same course shall be followed when the Vice President failsto ap-
pearincase of permanent or temporary disability on the part of the I’resi-
dent, or when the former has been granted a leave of absence, while he
may be acting, and when during any term there should occur the absolute
disability of hoth of the above functionaries.

In case of absolute disability on the part of the President and Vige-
President, the National Congress, or the Permanent Comimission during
the periods of recess of the latter, shall at once call for an extraordinary
election.

When the absence of both functionaries should occur during the last
vear of the presidential term, no such election shuall he called, but the
member of the Ciabinet on whom the Executive Power may devolve shall
hold office witil the new President qualifies, or the person who shall be his
successor, daecording to the above-mentioned provisions.

Citizens designated through extraordinary clections, shall take pos-
sedsion of their charge so soon as the proper declaration is made, and
shall hold oftice during the time necessary to complete a constitutional
terin.

When one of the members of the Cabinet has to take charge of the
lxecutive Power, he shall exercise the same without oath, though he must
talke the same later.

Article 82.—The olfice of President and Vice-President of the Republic
cannot be resigned except for grave reasons, which shall be passed upon
by the House of Representatives, before which the resignation must bhe
made.

Article 83.—In taking possession of his office the President of the Re-
public shall take the oath hereinafter mentioned, before Congress or the
Permanent Commission, should the former be in recess, to wit: T oswear
}ﬂbl}o_ut reserve of any kind to observe and cause the ohservance of the
Political Constitution of the United Mexican States, with its additions and
amendments, the Laws of Reform, und all others emanating from the Cons-
titution, and to perform legally and patriotically the charge of President
of the IRepublic conferred upon me by the people, looking in every way
after the welfare and prosperity of the Union, ¥’ '

The Vice President of the Republic shall take the oath of oftice on the
same session, in similar terms, concerning the Vice-Presidency, and the
Presidency, as the case may be; but should he be under disability to take
the oath on the same session, he shall do so at another.
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The impression all over Mexico is, that the law we have just mention-
ed improves all other previous laws and, filling the important requirements
of the Nation, guarantees in any event, the peaceable transfer of the Iixecu-
1;11 e%'lirljowev and a normal and speedy working ol the administrative Machi-
~ When the citizens convene to designate the person who, during a cons-
bitutional ]]m*loﬂ, should be the Chiel Tixecutive. they also designate atthe
time the Vice-President of the Republic. The election of hotl ofticers is
muﬂo;ln the sime form and the qualitications reguired ol them are identi-
cal. Thus, the Viee-President of the IRepublic is designated in a popular,
precise and definitive electiony the permanent or temporary disability of
the Iresident is remedied without trusting Lo a hazardous circumstance the
decision as to who shall suceeed him: no one in the country fuils to know
who shall be the suecessor, wnd thus the latter can aftirm his cirele of even-
tual cooperators by choosing men from the useful citizens who compose
the normail nﬂmini.ﬁt atjon, and at the same time all hase ambitions are,
ﬂ}»' lm;g;}t, appeased if not cheeked, According to the new amendment, the
Vice-k l'[}*ﬂ]]ﬂﬂn_b can, if required, enter at once into the performance of the
duties of President, therefore suppressing any staln ano and avoiding any
racancy in the oltice of Chief Executive, even for a short period of time.
» .!.hu Vice-Iresident of the Republic is ex-oficio the President of the Se-
hate: but ho can hold any oltice of the andministration which may be con-
I('.?IITOI[‘] l}}I'_’*‘le !}1311 by the President of the Republic, This power enables the
Lhélﬂmrais_e'u%m e] L;n culise his probable successor to acquaint himsell with
%unlca :’1I!(::ll"ei:r[qi::'ﬂli]l]ll(jlilmqmV? m]uLLel*ﬁ of the moment, which is o cireum-
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10|nn\e]nh Of El.t]lllilﬁSLl'llLiE;eﬂill'l'l::i]‘:f vimtage for the normal and quict deve-
fmni _p)u:"]tj{z; ;{J]{.?ﬁeﬁlr} m [30[‘L5|I]t: conditions briefly deseribed, and _which
v Iaw creating the oflice of Viee-1President of the 1Repub-
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