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se habian adherido & su politica de una manera incondicional, Sorpren-
didle 1o muerte en plenu tarea, cuuando la obra de reconstitucion empeza-
ba 4 esbozavrse apenas, ¥y su sucesol hubo de contar conun factor de me-
nos en lu lucha: el prestigio personal del eminente desapareeldo no po-
dia ser substituido prontamente: tropiezo que habrin de experimentit® en
todos tiempos y en todos partes Jos sucesores directos de todo gol_u_ern'an-
te excepcionalmente prestigiado. La politica del Gobierno del Sr, _LG[GO;
mds tedrica que practica: la ovientacion de sus anhelos, mais analitica que

sintéticu: 1a caracteristica vacilacidon del nuevo PPresidente, noblemente dis-

culpada por su incondicional apego, mis utdpico que experimental, a 103
detalles de 1a ley escerita, noeran elementos sefinladamente propicios ala
prosecucion de la obra iniciada, y dsta se e:'st:}nc:i}_ en parte ¥ en parte re-
trogradd. La gobernaeion mexicana, de 1875 a 1870, mu'dul_nl. ficticia, va-
cilante y peligrosa. Fuera de los cireulos fntimamente ligados con Ta Ad-
ministracion. nadie, 6 casi nadie. tenfa fe sdlida en el Gobierno. Hepitien-
do una frase que hemos encontrado en una carta privadade un politico de
entonces, niada hostil al Gobierno, por cierto, diremos que °'<¢ ~xnfit ese
Gobierno no podia ser el definitivo.”

["ud¢ entonees cuundo en el escenario politico aparecio franciumente la

figura del General Diaz, ostentando sus aspivacionesd la primera Magis-
tratura de 1a Republica. La nacidon, comprendiendo mis por Intuicion que
por razonumiento, la necesidad de una acceion gubernativiimas energieay
eficaz, le acowio con benepldceito v eilvd sus esperanzas en el u:u_uh]lc.) que,
en la flor de Taedad viril, ornaba ya sus sienes con el inmarcezible laurel
(que habia conguistado defendiendo & lu patria de la agresion extranjera.
Pero esu buena voluntad era inconsciente v del todo desorientitda. Se pe-
dia algo al candillo victorioso, pero no se acertaba 4 formular con pre-
cision ese ulgo. Al ornavse con la banda presidencial, el General Diaz se
encontrd frente al monstruo mdis formidable gue pudiera amedrentar i un
cobernante: la anarquia ¢iviea,

it Horeciniento de Maixico estd Tntimumente Iigado con Ta perzonali-
dad de su Presidente, el Sr. General Don Porlivie THaz: hay midstodavia:
puede afirmarse, sin temor aleuno de que el fallo inllexible y precizo dela
historia pueda desmentiv nunca esta alivmacion, que la nueva faz de 1a be-
nélica evolueiGn por que atraviesa ia Repiblica, se debe entodas sus par-
tes a lu gestion de ese hombre verdaderamente excepeional en los anules
de la historia latino americana.

No corresponde & la indole de este Jibro hacer nna biograltia del Gene-
‘al Diaz: Ia historia de su vida es sobradamente conocida de todos los que
se han preocupado, en nuestro pais v en paises extrdnjeros, por conocer
los sucesos que conmovieron el continente americano durante la segunda,
para aguci azarosa, mitad del siglo NIXN. Se sabe que desde muy joven pu-
50 su vida v sutrapqguilidad al servicio de su patria v que sus dotes gue-
rreras, de valor, de serenidad y de organizacian, hicieron de ¢ uno de 105
mis esclarecidos duques militares de Amdrica. Se sabe que, desde muy 10-
ven tambicn, prestd importantes servicios i la administracidn civil do su
pais. Propios y extraios conocen sn alta wenervosidad v su sefialado hu-
manitarismo. aun entre las densas nubes de la pélvora. Seleconoee como
un trabajador infatigable ¥ se sabe que. en)as breves épocas en que vivie-
ra retirado de los campos de batalla y de 1a politica militante. consagpd
siempre sus energias al trabajo productor, i 1a noble v fundament o) feenn-
dacion de Ia tierra. Se sube, por Gltimo. que sn vida privada v faniliar
siempre fud un espejo de honradez v de rectitud, Holgaria, pues. quenues-
tra debhil pluma repitiese lo gue otras mas selectas han reseiiad o Fo st
ligero boceto sdlo pretendemos hacer, § srandes raseos, alvunas conside-
raciones acerci de la influencia weneral, perdurable, positivi, que la per-
sonalidad de Diazhaejercidoenel nctual v fecundo forecimiento do Mé oo,
mfluencia que habrd de ser fuente inagotable de progresos ulteriores v que
habri de sentirse v de reconocerse en '
Fracion concreta de los pasos por ¢l dudos en cada mno de Jos ramos de
la actividad nacional se encontrard en otras seeciones de este 1o,

;_}] dar, pues, principio el General Dinz i su Jabor subernativa, en 1877,
hallibase al frente de un organismo deshecho, enfermo encadauno de sus
componentes, capaz s0lo de un vago funcionamiento inerte, Vewetaba lu
hacion, ne vivid. Las cajus nacionales halldbanse exhaustas v hubieran
s1do Vanos cnantas esfuerzos se hicieran por consecuir dincra en PiISes
extranieros, 8i, como ya hemos dicho, el nuevo estano de cosas ofrecia gl
pals aipunas risueiias esperanzus, 1os paises extranjeros no tenfan por
(que conliar e aquellos momentos v aun veiun i 1o Reptiblica con muy muy-
cada ﬂe.r,_um]li:t}m:t. Muchos paises ciropeos no querian reanudar sus relq-
clones diplomiiticas con México, temerosos de que en breve claudicmia 1a
estabhilidad de lu.i-: istituciones v convencidos de cque ¢l pais, tradicional-
mente revoltoso & inteanquilo, no ofreefn adn prendas mavores de orden
y de vespetahilidad, 10n pafses extranjeros comprendiase, sin duda mis
c]nruln_c}m~ (e en México mismo, que este Pais solo poﬂl*,i'n encontiar su
salvacion en un Gohierno luerte v poderoso, capaz de ahoear todas 1;1%
ambiciones bastardas teastornadoras del orden v de impnne?ﬁu sin discu-
10N sobhve todos l('}H’E]EmGHLUH constituventes de la n ncion, a fin de ]16[191*
wprevechar deentre dstos todos 1os que, porcuniquiera consideracion, py-
diesen ser itiles en 1a reconstitucion nacional, o

I51 problema miis generil que se presentiha, pues, 4 la resolueion de
un gohernante de vastas miras & inspirado en los intereses pn::itiv(;q de i
batrig, eva el de erear 1n solidaridad naeional, el de producir una cole-
sfum h‘qnuhuu entre los clementos disolventes que existian. Iista tendencig
"Jeq"e"]ﬁ“! empera. Jargo tlempo para sov puesta en prictica, y no podia sey
CXpuesiu “1]]“ nacion en formuclara y precisa, porque no hubiera sido com-
brendida., Pava “entrar’? sin tropiezos en o) animo piblico, el General Diyy
l}geln Fn'ﬁ"ﬁ proclamas primitivas ik razones aparentes que ¢l conoein hien
tml}:lg dtl? ;nuls ﬁﬂ]{!}!lf:ﬂ'ﬁ para atraer i ']a inconsciente voluntad nacionu] ¢n

) 4E SUhandera; pero se reservd sus orandes miras para no revelay
]“_ﬁ SIno puilatina y oportunnmente con la_elocuencia de los hechos, T -
extraordinarin econgruencia de los aetos de Diaz durante los seis ]Gi*i’f}ﬂ{ff
constitucionnles de sn Gobierno, demnestra claramente In :;\-‘u&t‘-a] 'n'ee\:':
tencia desu VASLO programa politien, A oste respecto, 1Uno ﬂ,_; n1u"~==t-lr-n=:ﬁll;:
sesudos socidlogos, el Tie, Julio Guerrero, ha dicho con i -‘]H'Pﬂii‘?ifiil:

those who had by no means aceepted his political leadership 1n an uncon-
ditional manner. Death surprised him when his work o reconstitution was
hardly commenced and his successor had to carry on the .-‘;L-l'ugg]e with one
important resource lees: the great personal infiuence of the greab man wrl_m
had dissappeared could not at once be substituted, a dificulty which will
alwavs have to be met in all parts of the \x"‘ov]ﬂ bp:_ the *':]II‘BGL'_SU(:CEN&O[' Ol
every statesman of exceptional prestige. The policy of the Lerdo Admi.

“npistration. which was more theoretical than practical, the direction of his

ambitions. more analytical than synthetical, the characteristic vacilation
of the new President which wius vreatly excused by his undoubted dedica-

. tion, more utopical than practical, to the details of the written law, were
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not gqualities that were spectally adapted to the _promnnL'._fm . B “_'D"]{ of
this ¢character, which was in part suspended and in part undone, "P'he Mexi-
can Administration from 1873 to 1876 was weak, vaeiluting and dunger-
ous. Qutside of the cireles that were intimately connected with the Admi-
nistration, none or very few persons had any real faith in the Government,
Repeating a phrase that we have found in a private letter Irfun i politis
cian of those davs, whocertainly was in oo way hostileto the Government,
we may sav that “*it was felt that that Government could not e permanent.

It was inthose davs that the icure of Gen. Diaz frankly made its appear-
ance on the political stage, clearly indicating his ambition to the post of
Chiel Executive of the Republic. Comprehending rather by intuition thin
by reasoning, the necessity of n more energetic and elfecient policy inthe
Administration. the Nation veceived him with pleasure and founded jtx
hopes on this leader who in the lower of manhood, still carvied on his
hrow the unstained Tauvrels that he hud conquered in the defense of his coun-
try against a foreien invader. Butthisgood will waswithout }«:‘tmwlpdm-
and without anv fixed direction. The people demanded something of the
victorious leader but without heine able to state exactly what they desired.
so that when Gen. Diaz came to pup on the Presidential hand he found
himszelf face to face with the most formidable monster that could dishearien

a governing statesman: civie anarvehy,

LThe prosperity of Mexico is intimately connected with the personality
of its President, Gen. Porfirio Diaz, and we may wo farther vet an declare.
without any fear of our assertion being refuted by the intflexible and exact
judgement of history. that the new phase of the beneficent evoluiion whieh
the Jiepublic is now undercoing isin every way dueto the Administration
of this man, who i3 endowed with qualities that are really exceptional in
the annals of Latin-American history,

1t is not within the scope of thiz book to enter on a hiographical histo-
ry of Gen. Diaz: the history of hislife iztoo well koown to all those who in
our countey or abroad have kept themselves informed of the events that
agitated the American Continent during the second half of the nineteenth
Centrry. 1t is-well-known that from early youth he placed his life and sepv-
ices at thedisposal of his country, and that his talent for war and organ-

- dzation, his ¢ourage and serenity, made him one of the most distineuished

military lepders of America. It is also well-known that even in early youth
he rendered important services in the Civil Administration of hizx country.
Both natives and lfoveigners know his high generosity and hiz humaniti-
rian spirit, even under the stress of battle. Fle is also well-known az an
unwearied worker who in the brief periods during which he lived a retired
life’ far Nrom the lields of battle and militant polities, alwavs consecrated

_his energies to productive lTabor. to the noble and fundamenta) fecundation
- of the sotl. And Tastly, it t= well-known that in private and family life he

was always o mirror of honesty andrectitude, [twould therefore be nseless

- for our weak pen to repeat whit other and hetter pens have ahready writ-

en todo nuestro futuro nacional. Lo nu-

- hopes and

ten. fo this hrief sketeh we only attempt to present in a broad Wiy, some
constderations relutive to the general and eficient infinence which the per-
fmn-uliw of tien. Diaz hasg exercised inthe yresent, unguestionuble prosper-
ity of Mexico, an influence that will be an inexhaustible sowrce of futuroe
progress and swhich will make itself felt and recoenized 1n all our national
futie. The conerete relation of all the steps titken by him in caelr hraneh
of national activity will be found in other sections of this hook.

Un ecommeneing his administrative labors in 1875 Gen. Diny Found him-
self fuce to face with 1 disrupted organism, dizcased in every one of jls
tompoenent parts and only eapable of a vavue and inert action. The Niation
vegelated and did not live. The National freasury was exhausted and eve-
Yy t‘”_t}l'h t]nm contld he made to raise money in I':'n-@'in;_r[:numrim would have
_hﬂen_m vam. H, as we have already stated, the new situation offered a simil-
Ing fntmee to the country, foreign nations had no reason to sharo those
and at that moment looked on the IRepublic with marked Qistrust.
Muny Furopean Nations hesitated to renesw their diplomatic relations wit
Mexico. feaving thut the estability of the institutions would £oon comoe to
ih end, and convinced that the Republie was traditionally adicted to revol-
ution and disorder wonld not present even now anv relinhle puarantees of
91*{10.1'1111(1 ﬂl*fthl]lbj‘. They understood, undoubtedly hetter Man in Néxico
iself, E-llﬂh_tim.a: countery could only work out its salvation with a stronwe g
powerful Governmen capable of controlling all the bastard ambitions that
might raise the flapt of vevalution and of imposing itsell without any dis-
cussion. over all the constituent elements of the Nation in order Lo he able
to utilize amongst these, a1l those thay fon any reason whittever mivht he
afuse in the national re-constitution. ' | a ’
. lhemost general problem which therefore presented itself for the deci-
ston of an Administration that was capable of taking in a large horizon
and _]“0]‘1'1”#1‘_m the real interests of the countyy, was that of ‘ereating
nitlional solidarity and of bringing ahout a benefieent cohesion hetween
Itlhtfi ﬂlls].-;iql1:1t1g-‘¢!]enwnt-ﬂ that then existed. The solution of this problem
n:wl%;{? ]'i:i{{ [;?L}Il':l‘?d ]H ‘]{}H;;{‘_ time before it could he put in practice and conld
ot h-]v;: W lﬂlelt 1 natton in u clear and exuct form hecanse it wonld
puhli:; mind {-.;%‘ f}‘}-‘;ff}m?. Iri ovder to avoid difienlties in influencing the
dent gromm {;m‘;* whi 5*“}5 ﬂ-l""]”fﬂ:l]eﬂ in his first proclamations to the self-evi-
rRUSON N ntioe IHL ‘1“10. W (31'1 knew as the most efficient to attract the un-
VIOWS, SO anmen :0 Wi Wtn:;n his standart but he veserved Lo himself his grent
quence of the -mmlE;it--“!thm except slowly und in due time by the elo-
Ding Adminttoomri ol shed fucts, ‘f'he extruovdinary consisteney of the

Lo admmistration durine the giy constitntionn terms for whic ) ;
held the reing of Gavernment, ele Ty b nalierms for which he has
poditical prowram. On this ned CArY shows the exact preexistenece of n vast

r » VI LIS paint, one of our MOSt. ]em;neﬂ saocinlovoists e,



