£L FLORECIMIENTO DE MEX|CO

(THE PROSPERITY OF MEXICO)

CAPITUILO 1.

MEXTCO MODERNO Y EL GENERAL DILAZ.
~ (MODERN MEXICO AND GENERAL DIAZ). |

A raiz de la guerra de Reforma, de la grandiosa eruzada ¢ue el libe-
ralismo mexicuno llevo 4 cabo paratransformar las condiciones politicas
de la Iiepublica ¥ hacer posibles ulteriores progresos, la defensa nacio-
nal contra la Intervencion v las luchas tenaces contra el Gobierno usur-
pador del llamado Imperio. volvieron & sacudir el pais de una manera do-
lorosu, estuncando todos los impulsos de perfeccionamiento, de desarrollo
v de prosperidad que pudieran existir entonces. Reconstituida la Republi-
ca, cuando el Benemdérito Judrez volvido & ocupar la Capital y pudo reins-
talar el Gobierno legitimo y nacional, pudo haberse sentido satisfecho por
las erandes proezas consumadas; pero debid comprender que alin no era
llegado el momento del reposo, yu que de entre las misteriosas brumas del
futiro surgia nna obra por efectuar, wis gigantesca sin duda gque la ya
concluida: consolidado el principio de la nacionalidad mexicana y libra-
doel pais de la opresion extranjera y de la nsurpadora, era imperiosas-
mente necesario dar vida orgdnica 4 aquella nacionalidad y encarrilar el
pafs en una via lirme y segura de adelanto y de desenvolvimiento, & fin
de hucer efectivas v estubles las conguistas que acababan de conswunarse.

:Pero. en qué condiciones se hallaba el Gobierno al iniciar una ohra
de tanta trascendencia? Ante la amenaza del dominio extranjero y ante el
pelivrro de la esclavitud, la nacion habiase estremecido v lu dienidad na-
cionual habia estallado en una hermosa explosidn de patviotismo heélico.
sste patriotismo era una prenda de fe para el porvenir, porque el pueblo
que #si ama 4 su patria y ofrenda sin vacilacion su sangre generosa en
aras de Lw salvacion nacional, demuestra ser susceptible de encanzaresas
miznits energias en un sendero de trabajo incesante v de serena tenacidad,
en aras también del progreso de la misma patria que supo defender alo-
rlosamente con las armas en la mano. 1 espiritu nacional hallibase, em-
pero, en estado andrquico, y el Gobierno debiaentrentarse con esaygnar-
quia desde los comienzos de su obra de reconstitucion. Las vevoluciones
primero y la guerra mis tavrde habian familiavizado y engreido auna gran
narte de los cindadanos con los ejercicios guerreros, de modo gue eran es-
cusos los Tactoves aprovechables en una tivrea pacifica y fecunda, cunl era
la que i la venacida Repiblica se imponia. La mirada de todos los esta-
distas v de todos los socidlogos del mundo estaba fija en Mc¢xico: hubo
muchos que atn no alecanzaban d comprender la grandezi de las haza-
fus realizadas por nuestro pueblo y por sus caudillos: hubo algunos que
lus veconoeian v estimaban, pero hasta en éstos florecia una intensa duda
acered de nuestrro porvenir, precisamente porque se daban cuenta exacta
de 1oz formidables obstdeulos con gue el Gobierno republicano habia de
tropezar para colocr i la nacion en la misma altura de vespetubilidad
oruinica que habia aleanzado en la esfera de 1o defensa nacional. 18] par-
vido conservador, rico, turbulento ¢intrigante, habia perdido en la con-
viendu tod as sus armas: su postrero, desesperado juego, le habia sido ad-
verso: pero, aun en el seno de la gran familia liberal, quedaban en pie las
idiosineriticas ambiciones de los jefes militares de estu tierra, frescamens-
te estimuladas por los éxitos obtenidos durante la guerra, como uni for-
midable amenaza & la tranguilidad y al desarrollo del pais, Lia granmasa
popular, doblemente adormecidi por el heleio de su ignorincia v porla
embriaeuez del trinnfo aleanzado, no podia coneebir cuan ardua se pre-
senbaba L nueva tarea de reconstruceion. Pasado el entusiasmo del triunfo,
volvin @ debilitirse la solidavidad nacional, y sin ¢sta no era humana-
~mente posible la realizacion de la nueva obra. Kl Gobierno del Benemeri-
Lo Tnirez se encontrd, pues, ante civeunstancias excepeionales: con un de-
ber includible al frente v sin elementos materiales ni morales para cim-
plirlo. No obstante, ese Gobierno hizo mucho; hizo mucho mis de lo que
ora licilo esperar dentro de la asfixiante orbita de ag uellas circunstanclas
excepcionales. 195 cierto que no coniento todos, pero tamhicn o es gque
ni pudo ni debid contentarlos) es cierto que no realizd cuanto los espivi-
tus radicales ¢ impacientes hubieran deseado, pero tambicn lo esque con-
td con pocas colaboraciones francas y decididas,

Palpitaban los vencores de la laccidn vencida Yy, naturalmente, ésta
veliusaba al Gobierno los factores suyos de que aq ué¢l hubtera podido ser-
virse: ol purtido liberal, pov su pavie, caveciadecohesion, y los obsticulos
que de su seno surgieron para entorpecer la hendlica accion del Beneme-
rito, no feron los menores, Sin embargo, repetimos, el Gobhierno recons-
titnyente del Sr. Juirez hizo mucho. Cuando se eseriba serena ¥ defini-
tivamente la historia contemporines de México, los cinco viltimos afios de
10 vid o de Judrez habrin de reclamar atencion preferente y minuciosi, y ha-
brd de verse entonees que, los méritos por ¢l contratdos ante 1o nacion dus.
rante ose periodo, si menos ostenbnsos, N0 SON MEHAS trascendentales an-
ta-el eriterio positivo que los anteriormente contraidos en todn su glorio-
so vida, |

Unade las mis apreciables fuerzas del Gobierno de Juirez, si no Ia
mayor, fu¢ sin duda el extranordinavio prestigio personal de quo aquel va-
ron ilustre disfrutaba entre sus coneiud adanos, aun entre aquellos gue no

|
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Immediately after the war ot Reform, of that glorious erusade which the
liberal party of Mexico undertook for the pursose of altering the political
conditions of the Republic and of rendering future progress possible, as
well as for the defense of the Nation against the foreign intervention, and
after the determined strugele against the usurping Government of the so-
called IXmpire, the country was again shaken to the foundations in & pain-
ful manner, and all attempts at improvement and development ofthe pros-
perity that could then exist were entirely suspended. Once the Republic was
reestablished and the great Juarez huad reoccupied the Capital and had
been able to reinstate the legitimate and National Government, he might
have felt satistied with the great triumphs which he had obtained: but he
could de no less than understand that the time for him to rest had notas
vet arrived, seeing that out of the misterious mists ot the future a work
appeared that required attention, uuguestionably of more gigantic propor-
tions than that which he had now completed. Having consolidated the prin-
ciple of Mexican Nutionality and liberated the country from the foreign
usurper, it-became absolutely necessary to give an organiclife to that Na-
tionality and to seb the country on the firm and certain path of progress
and evolusion, in ovder to render the victories that had just been obtained
elfectiveand stable.

But let us see in what situation the Govermment found itself at the time
of inittating this areat work. In the face of a foreign domination and the
daneer of permanent subjugation, the Nation had thrilled andthe Nation-
al dionity had asserted itself in & magnificent burst of warlike patriotism.
This patriotism constituted a proof of faith in the future, because the peo-
ple who so love their country that they do not hesitate to sacrilice their
aenerous blood on the altar of national salvation, show that they are cap-
able of directing those same energies in the path of continuous work and,
progress of the country which they have known how to vloriously defend
with arms in their hands. At the same time the national spivit was in a
hiohly disturbed condition and the Government had to facethat condition
from the commencement of its work of reconstitution, ‘U'he revolutionist first
and the foreign war later on had familiarized a great part of the citizens
with warlike operations, so thatthere were Tew Tactors that conld be taken
advantage of for the carrying out of such a pacific task and that imposed
by the reorganization of the Republic. The eyes of all students of state-
craft and socioloey in the world were fixed on Mexico: muny do not even
now understand the grandeur of the triumph obtained by our people and
its leaders: some there were who recognized and appreciated them but they
were full of doubts as to our future precisely becaunse they could exactly
understand the formidable obstacle which the Ilepublican Government
would have to overcome in order to placethe Nation at the same elevation
of oreanic respectability that it had reached in the sphere of its natu ‘al
defence. 'he conservative party, rich, twrbulent and intrigueing, had lost
the whole of its power in the struggle: its last desperate effort had result-
ed fatally, but even in the bossom of the great liberal Tamilies there still

 existed many ambitions amongst the military ¢hiefs of this land, stimulat-

- of Juares accomplished much.

ed by the successes thut had been obtained during the war and that cons-
vituted a formidable menace to the tranquility and development of the
country. he greal mass of the people, stupelied by their own ignorance
and drunk with victory, could not form any idea of the arduos nature of
this fresh task of reconstruction. Once the enthusiasm of the victory had
passed, the sense of national solidarity again commenced to weaken and
without this sense it was not humanly possible to carry out the new work.
'he Government of the immortal Juarezthus found itself working under ex-
ceptional circumstances and with an imperative duty before it but without
any material or moral resources that would enable it to comply sutistac-
torily with that duty. Nevertheless this Government did a greatdeal; it did.
much more than anvhody had a right to expect in view of the very excep-
tional situation in which it found itself. It is very certain that it conld not
satisty all, butitis also true that it conld not have satisfied them; itis very
tpue that it did not realize all that the extreme members of its own party
wonld have desired, but we must hear in mind that it could count on a
lrank and determined co-operation in but few quarters.

The rancor of the losing faction was still alive and it naturally refused
to lend the Government the assistance of its resources: the liberal party,
on the other hand, had little cohesion and theobstacles which arose amongsb
its own members to obstruet the beneficent action of Juares were of no
small importance. Nevertheless we repeat, the reconstituent Government
Whenever a calm and well meditated con-
temporancous history of Mexico is written, the five last. years of the life
of Juurez will elaim a preferent and minute attention and it will then be
seen that the merits which he had gained hefore the Nation during that pe-
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riod, if less ostentations, arve no, less important inthe sight of opod judges

than those which he had previously earned in all his glorvious life,
One of the most appreciable if not. the greatest powers in the Juarez

Government was undoubtedly the extraordinary personal.prestige which

that illnstrions man enjoved amongst his fellow-citizens, even amongsk

(linpreso on papel do las Fabrleas do San Nalfnel y Anexas) |



