“PREFAGE

GREAT deal has heen written about Mexico. There are numerous [Jll]?li(j‘ﬂ%}]ul ;a
dl of g political, historical, scientific or literary character which l*ej_gl_' to 1:]18: \ ]‘1.0' tl
9 Republic or separately freat of 1tg States. Althml oh, axa g:j;enm'nl “fl.l'e’ Ra(
hooks are not lacking in merit, there arve some, | lowever, w]n'('h, hu.\-'e_.l.m' L :’-5_0.10
purpose tosatisty the vanity of some people hy publishing hiographies which
are of no utility as a source of knowledge of the conntry. | |

Foréig‘ner.s living here and several eminenf }}f[ex_ic;ms dl?.‘-!.i]()l'ﬁ' the zi.;l.)sem-e U.E ql :‘-:‘Eiil‘lmll:'::
and well prepared hook which conld inform the L\‘01'1:-.L1.-—A111@}'10;111&; ;md _Ium'opemm.; m?‘t- .011 \1
with respect to the wonderful progress of Mexico, but algo in ]‘(%gil.:'{l to the ():l'gilTllZ‘El.tl()l.l 0-.
1ts husiness life, the stability of its institutions and natuwral wealil 5115(:@1_)1‘11_11@ Of ex) )Jm-
tation. Such a hook would necessarily be a sure gnide for the immigrant and the c.n!:itaglst.
It will encourage the former and will fnrnish the latter with elements to elncidate liis i,
and to safely invest his money in Mexico. 1 .

With the purpose of carrying this idea into ellect, forover two years 11y :':1,.\'1‘-3. heen Etl_lfl}"-
ing the program of this work, called “IT'HE PROSPERITY O MEXICO,” a hame \\'J.l_lg-].l
appears to be truly adequate and in perfect harmony with its contel'lts. The el).or.{'g made
In favor of this young nation by the Government of the Ilustrions Gran. Porririo Diaz, in
a relatively short period of peace and labor, not only has brought the country to a leve]
with the most flonvishing American Republics, bt has led it to path which in the near
future shall carry it to the rank now occupied by the most advanced nations of larope.

All of this would not have heen accomplished” withont the wise policy, hi gl practical
sense, the honesty and patriotism of Grarn. Poriinrio Draz, who, we may justly zav, has had
at his disposal the assistance of eminent cooperators in his Cabinet and local governments,
anct has always merited, since the estahlishmenit of g administration, the sengibjo support
of a people desirous of reorganizin g itselfnnder the pale of lihera] mstitntions.

The material contained in this hook s strictly correct, as the same has heen con piled
from the most anthoritative prubhications known today and has been submitted to the judge-
ment of distinguished specialists in the varions matters treated therein,  Officin] data has
been secured fron public oflices and the veracity and correctness of the sime has heen care-
fully compared in the Departments of State aud local Governments.

Leonsider it my duty to express herein my sentiments of gratitude towards His KExeol-
lency, the Prusioext or 1o Rervrrie, the Honorahle SECRETARIES oF 1115 (A BIN iy the Gov-
KRNORS o1 THE Nrarrs and my collahorators for the vatuahle support they have Kindly ten-
dered to me during the Preparation of this large work.

In conelusion, T must make au explanation to Justify a variation in one point of the
program. I had annonnced that this hook would be printed in New York, and such was, in
fact, my intention at fivst; but coni dering that the hook is, as a matter of fact, is destined
to inform the foreign element ahout M exico, the whole work, therefore, ought to e intel-
lectually and materially mexican.

In fact, the whole hook contains mexican material; the baperon which it ig
was manufactured hy the factory of “Six Ravarn v Aw EXAS)T the printing was done Iy
the well known fivm of “*Bounuxy & Scryior, Succrssors:” and e photo-engravin s wer‘e
made by the popular house named: CANERIGAN Priora Exaravineg Co,, S, AL Fourth In-
dependencia N© 10, City of Mexico.

.[_- helieve that while this hook May not be perfect, it will at Jogst serve its parpose, which
Is exclusively practical and, as snuch, heneficial for the reade end

C . | rs Tor whom it is intended and
lor the heautiful connfry, the unmterrupted prosperity of which I eminestlv. desire
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